Miliary tuberculosis presenting as fever and jaundice with hepatic failure.
A 58-year-old male patient with miliary tuberculosis presenting as jaundice and hepatic dysfunction was reported. He was admitted to the Miyazaki Medical College Hospital, Miyazaki, Japan, because of fever and jaundice. Chest x-ray revealed a calcified primary affect of tuberculosis in the left upper lung field and miliary shadows throughout both lung fields. Liver function tests showed indications of obstructive jaundice and hepatic dysfunction. He rapidly deteriorated and died 3 days after admission. Autopsy revealed disseminated miliary tuberculosis in all major organs. Many miliary tubercles were densely distributed in the liver, especially in and near the portal tracts. The intestine was free from tuberculous lesions. Miliary tuberculosis with jaundice is rare and its pathogenesis is discussed.